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MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR 


Public health work is involved with people: those who receive services and those who provide them; also those in the community 
who assist in the provision of services. It is a big job, becoming larger each year because our population is growing and those in need of 
services are increasing rapidly. 


Palm Beach County has a unique public health agency; one which has attracted wide-spread attention as an example of health 
services delivery with cost effectiveness. In addition to the traditional public health services such as immunization, health education 
and sanitation, there is a very large program of medical care for the poor which is usually the responsibility of a separate agency. These 
two functions have been found to work together very effectively. The medical care program assists in bringing people into the full 
range of public health services, and the emphasis on prevention improves both quality and cost effectiveness of the services provided. 
Another major program area, usually found in a separate agency, is environmental protection which is concerned with quality of air 
and water, safe waste disposal, recreational facilities, and preservation of natural resources. 


Delivery of this broad range of services requires a large staff of professional and support personnel such as public health nurses, 
engineers, environmental health specialists, dentists, physicians, health educators, nutritionists, administrators, and others. Services 
are delivered through health centers located in the various parts of Palm Beach County. As the County grows, so does the need for 
additional personnel and equipment. This requires expansion of facilities and 1985 saw a portion of the staff formerly housed on 
Evernia Street in West Palm Beach moved into a rented facility formerly a private clinic located at 3701 Broadway in West Palm Beach. 
There are plans underway for expansion of Northeast Health Center in Riviera Beach and also in the Evernia Street area. 


Not only does the population grow, expanding the need for services, but there are new problems which must be faced. An example 
is acquired immune deficiency syndrome or AIDS which is requiring a rapidly increasing amount of staff time and energy. Elimination 
of a birthing center in Belle Glade required much resourcefulness in providing care to maternity patients and babies in that area. 


This report describes the variety of services provided to people who live in Palm Beach County, as well as visitors to this area. Every 
one of these individuals receives benefits in terms of protection from disease and improvement in the quality of life for all. We invite 
you to review this information and we will welcome your questions and suggestions. 
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C.L. BRUMBACK, M.D., M.PH. 
DIRECTOR 


EPIDEMIOLOGY AND DISEASE CONTROL 


NON-COMMUNICABLE DISEASE CONTROL 


Epidemiology of Chronic Disease 


Chronic diseases, such as heart disease, cancer, stroke and chronic lung disease are responsible for the majority of death and serious 
disability in Palm Beach county today, as well as in the rest of the United States. There are numerous life-style and environmental 
factors which influence the occurrence of these diseases. Analysis of these diseases and the factors responsible for them can be of 
value in finding ways of reducing their occurrence. One method used to analyze chronic diseases in Palm Beach county is the 
surveillance of death certificate information. п 1984, the following major causes of death were identified through the analysis of Palm 
Beach county death certificates: 


LEADING CAUSES OF DEATH IN PALM BEACH COUNTY - 1984 
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NON-COMMUNICABLE DISEASE CONTROL 


Diabetes Complications Prevention Research Project 

Near the end of 1984, the Health Department began partici- 
pation in a research project with the Centers for Disease Control 
to prevent the complications of diabetes. The focus of this pro- 
ject is the prevention of diabetic kidney, eye, blood vessel and 
neurological disease. The program is conducted at the West 
Palm Beach Health Center which makes use of the latest ad- 
vances regarding the medical, nursing, and nutritional care of 
the diabetic patient. Group programs and individual counseling 
are provided to teach and encourage diabetics to increase their 
participation in the control of their disease. 


Hypertension Control 

Weekly group educational sessions were conducted by a pub- 
lic health nurse for hypertensive county residents to teach them 
to control their blood pressure. All aspects of hypertension con- 
trol were discussed with the emphasis on non-pharmacological 
control means, including salt restriction, weight control, exer- 
cise, and stress reduction. The average hypertensive achieved a 
reduction in systolic blood pressure of more than 10mm Hg by 
the completion of the program. This is expected to result in 
significant reductions in deaths from heart, stroke, and kidney 
disease. 


COMMUNICABLE DISEASE CONTROL 


Tuberculosis Control 


The function of the tuberculosis program is the treatment of active cases of tuberculosis and prevention of spread of the disease. In 
addition to the utilization of antibiotics, the program involves continued surveillance of patients and educational sessions. Prevention 
of tuberculosis involved the use of prophylatic drugs administered to high-risk individuals. Educational programs were presented to 
public school employees to reduce the possible transmission of tuberculosis in the school system. 


There were 120 cases of tuberculosis reported in Palm Beach county during 1985, 2996 more than the 92 cases reported in 1984. It 
is suspected that part of the reason for this increase is the incidence of AIDS which impairs the body' s immune system, making people 


more susceptable to diseases such as tuberculosis. 


COMMUNICABLE DISEASE CONTROL 


Venereal Disease Control 


The major venereal diseases seen in VD clinics are syphilis, 
gonorrhea, chancroid, chlamydia and herpes. In addition to 
treating these diseases, counseling was provided to all patients 
to prevent further spread. 


Three specific diseases received priority for epidemiology in- 
vestigation because of the severity of the problem and/or avail- 
ability of useful control measures. These were primary and 
secondary syphilis, penicillin resistant gonorrhea, (penicillinase 
producing neisseriae gonorrhea, PPNG), and pelvic inflamatory 
disease (GPID) caused by gonorrhea. For each of these diagno- 
ses, patients were interviewed, their sexual contacts traced, and 
antibiotics provided to prevent further disease transmission. 


The 3,070 cases of gonorrhea and 152 cases of GPID re- 
ported in 1985 represent a slight decrease from 1984. It is likely 
that this decline was at least partly due to more selectivity in 
sexual behavior resulting from the fear of acquiring AIDS. 


There were 347 cases of PPNG reported in 1985, a 7096 
increase from 1984. Accordingly, major portions of time con- 
tinue to be expended in the battle against PPNG. The 3596 
increase in reported infectious syphilis cases in 1985 (to 282 
cases) was probably the result of the priority given to fighting 
PPNG. 


Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome 

AIDS continued to develop into a major epidemic. There were 
57 reported cases in 1985. The seriousness of this disease is 
indicated by the fact that over 6096 of Palm Beach county cases 
have already died from it. The largest risk group include male 
homosexuals and intravenous drug abusers. 


The rise in AIDS cases has created numerous associated issues 
including provision of adequate medical and dental care, the 
provision of adequate housing, legal and financial services, pro- 
tection of the blood supply, education of the public and the 
investigation of the mounting AIDS cases themselves. 


Projects were developed in 1985 to deal with AIDS. One was 
a program to test county residents for antibody against AIDS 
virus so they could be counseled about prevention. Approxi- 
mately 100 tests were given a month. Another project was a 
pilot research study conducted in Belle Glade to better ascertain 
the epidemiology of AIDS in that city, which has one of the 
highest incidence of AIDS in the country. 


COMMUNICABLE DISEASE CONTROL 


Other Communicable Diseases 

The major reportable communicable diseases included campylobacter, giardia, viral hepatitis, salmonella, shigella, AIDS, and 
meningitis. Passive immunization was given to contacts of viral hepatitis A cases as well as child care facility staffs and attendees when 
this disease was found there. Cases and carriers of shigella and salmonella were ascertained to prevent the spread of these diseases in 
high-risk situations. Close contacts of meningococcal and hemophilis influenza (H. Flu) meningitis cases were evaluated for chemopro- 
phylaxis. 


The incidence rate of campylobacter again rose significantly over previous years (231 cases in 1985, compared to 151 cases in 1984 
and 72 cases in 1983), but the relatively low incidence in previous years may have been due largely to a lack of awareness of this new 
disease and a lack of effort to test for it. Now that all stool specimens submitted to the State Lab are tested for campylobacter, it was 
the most frequently reported enteric disease in Palm Beach County. 


The incidence of shigella rose significantly (115 cases т 1985, compared to 85c cases in 1984, and a 5-year average of 55 cases prior 
to that), mainly due to a large outbreak involving two child centers. 


A vaccine against H. Flu meningitis became available for the first time in 1985. This vaccine was offered to health department patients 
and should reduce the morbidity toll of this severe disease. 


Other Major Diseases, 1985 
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PERSONAL HEALTH SERVICES 


MATERNAL HEALTH 


Prenatal and postpartum care is available to eligible women in six health centers located in Belle Glade, West Palm Beach, Riviera 
Beach, Jupiter, Lake Worth, and Delray. Pre-Term Birth prevention and risk factor determination are integral parts of the total 
Obstetrical care provided. Patients receive health education related to themselves and the pregnancy process, nutrition, delivery and 


newborn care. 
Patients Seen ® 2,593 | Clinic Visits ® 12,155 


FAMILY PLANNING 


Women of child bearing age may receive a full range of family planning services including infertility counseling, oral contraception 
and rhythm methods in five health centers. Clients attending clinics are provided with regularly scheduled appointments for physical 
examinations and continuing monitoring according to recommendations for the method chosen. Public health nurses are available for 
counseling related to problems or questions that may occur between appointments. 


Patients Seen * 6,522 Clinic Visits • 9,485 


PEDIATRIC CARE 


Pediatric care is provided to eligible children from birth through adolescence. Daily clinics are scheduled and patients may be seen on 
an appointment or emergency basis. Immunizations, well-baby supervision, diagnosis and treatment and metabolic screening are a 
part of the services offered. 


| Patients Seen e 12,940 Clinic Visits © 19,142 | 


MEDICAL CARE 


Physicians, public health nurses, health support aides, clerical and other paramedical staff provide primary health care in clinics held 
daily in six health centers located throughout Palm Beach county. Eligible adults receive care for acute and chronic diseases with 
specialist consultation and hospitalization as indicated. Patients have regularly scheduled appointments and may be seen on emer- 


gency basis if necessary. 
| Patients Served ® 13,124 | Clinic Visits © 30,265 | 


DENTAL HEALTH 


The dental clinics in West Palm Beach, Riviera Beach, Delray Beach, and Belle Glade, provide emergency care for eligible adults, 18 
years of age and over, and comprehensive care for eligible children, ages 3 to 18. Comprehensive care is available for maternity 
patients enrolled in the Maternal and Infant Care Program. 


Dental Treatment Services e 44,000 | Patient Visits ® 16,000 


This represents a 15% increase in patient visits and a 1996 increase in dental treatment services over the year. This increase can be 
attributed to a dedicated and professional staff and to improved dental delivery systems throughout the county. Included in the 
services provided was a 60096 increase in the number of dental sealants provided over 1984. 


In cooperation with the School Board of Palm Beach County and the school nurses, the Fluoride Mouthrinse Program continued to 
expand in 1985. This program has been shown to reduce dental decay by at least 4096 in school children who participate on a weekly 
basis. The mouthrinse was provided to 15,708 students in grades K through 5 in 47 schools during the 1984-85 school term. The 
department continued to expand its school-based health education program designed to educate students and community members 


in becoming responsible for their own oral health. For this purpose, 56 presentations and demonstrations were conducted by the 
Dental Health Educator during the 1984-85 school year. 


Hospital Coordination 

Area hospitals are visited regularly by public health nurses who maintain surveillance for communicable and infectious diseases 
occurring in patients receiving in-patient and out-patient care. During these visits clients who are registered patients of the health 
department receive bedside visits. Appointments are given for follow-up clinic visits, and discharge planning completed with hospital 
staff to assure on-going care after leaving the hospital. 


| Patients Seen ® 866 ] Hospital Visits e 869 | 


Quality Assurance 

Each month a quality assurance committee consisting of primary medical care providers meets in each center to audit medical 
records and discuss topics relating to provision of medical care. The results of a record audit and other related topics are discussed, 
plans to correct or improve the system are established and a remedy coordinator is named. The cyclic process of looking at what is 
happening, establishing a corrective plan and review of the situation at a later point in time constitutes the backbone of the quality 
assurance program which will improve and sustain excellence of patient care. During the year there are also specific state and federal 
audits that must be conducted and reports submitted. State standards are audited annually in such programs as maternity, family 
planning, tuberculosis, venereal disease and diabetes. 


LABORATORY 


Collection, handling of specimens and limited on-site services 
are provided in all centers. The central laboratory facility located 
in West Palm Beach continues to provide extensive services in 
Hematology, Chemistry, Immunology, Bacteriology, Immuno-He- 
matology and Microscopy to clinic patients county-wide. 


In 1985, the laboratory started to provide thyroid function 
tests and tests for therapeutic drug levels (such as: digoxins, 
anticonvulsants, etc.). This was accomplished by the addition of 
the TDX - a fluorescence polarization immuno-assay analyzer. 


In an effort to have high quality test results, the laboratory 
maintains a quality assurance program. It includes scheduled 
calibration and preventive maintenance on all laboratory instru- 
ments, control testing procedures and participation in the Col- 
lege of American Pathologists, American Association of Blood 
Banks and State of Florida proficiency surveys. Guidelines as set 
forth by the National Committee for Clinical Laboratory Stand- 
ards (NCCLS) are also followed. Licensure of laboratory person- 
nel, as well as the Laboratory, are in accordance with the State of 
Florida Statues: Clinical Laboratory law, Chapter 483. 


The laboratory staff continues to support such programs as 
HEALTH PLUS, the St. Louis Encephalitis Surveillance Program 
and research studies for the Residency Training Program. Labo- 
ratory tests that are not currently available by the Health Depart- 
ment Laboratory are provided by the Florida State Laboratory 
System and by contractual reference laboratories. 


LABORATORY TESTS 
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Quality Control Procedures se sis euni ton Ge hm ви mn 23,366 


PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING 
AND ALLIED SERVICES 


Public Health Nurses and Nutritionists, together with clerical and auxiliary staff, provide comprehensive health care to eligible clients 
in clinic, institutional, school, and home setting. Broad based responsibilities range from overall patient case management in clinics to 
the epidemiology of acute and chronic diseases with emphasis on prevention and maintenance of health status. The Nursing Division 


is administratively responsible for the following: 


Health Projects Governing Board 


This Board was established in 1979 to provide a forum for 
increased community input and patient advocacy. The Board is 
composed of interested citizens who represent the community 
and users of Health Department services. Monthly meetings are 
held in various Centers to review the federal grants and make 
recommendations for improving health services. 
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Prepaid Health Plan 
Since 1982, the Prepaid Health Plan (PHP) has been recog- 


nized as a unique and cost effective means of providing health 
care to the Medicaid eligible, underserved population. Voluntary 
enrollees receive health maintenance and prevention services 
through regularly scheduled examinations and counseling ap- 
pointments. Diagnosis, treatment and hospitalization are availa- 
ble as needed. Cost base is a monthly capitation rate. There is an 
average monthly enrollment of 2,700 clients. 


PUBLIC HEALTH NUTRITION 


Nutrition education is provided to the health department clinic population receiving maternity, family planning, pediatric and 
primary medical care. Nutritionists also assist in health promotion activities and offer consultative services on request to community 
based programs and agencies. The Women, Infants and Children (WIC) Supplemental Food Program is administered by the Nutrition 
staff. This federally funded program provides food by prescription to the person at nutritional risk in Maternity and Pediatric clinics. 


The 1985 WIC monthly caseload averaged 4,600 participants. 


SCHOOL HEALTH PROGRAM 


This program is a specialized area of nursing practice within the total school program. Sharing the school systems's goal of 
"Reaching for Excellence," a multidisciplinary team, with the Public Health nurse as the primary resource person, is concerned with 
assisting students to achieve optimum health status in order to benefit from the educational process. Disease prevention and health 
promotion are emphasized through a variety of screening and educational programs. School nurses visit each of the ninety-nine 
schools on a weekly basis to assess, screen, and counsel students for health problems, to consult with school center personnel 


regarding health related referrals, and to present health education programs in growth and development, nutrition, dental health and 
other topics. 


School Visits e 6,261 Nurse Assessments ® 20,462 Student Counseling e 11,956 


Screening 


Growth and | 
Development • 22,991 Hearing ® 37,330 Vision ө 39,731 


Scoliosis e 5,683 


Continuing Education And Training 

Nurses and nutritionists new to the health department attend a 3 day formal orientation during their first 6 months of employment. 
Opportunities for staff to continue their formal education at the local state university at no charge for up to 6 credit hours per semester 
is provided for by the state legislature. Selected staff may also be chosen to participate in practitioner programs or graduate studies in 
public health. The Division of Nursing and Allied Services is a Florida Board of Nursing approved provider for continuing education. 
Inservice education programs are planned and held during the work day so that each nurse may accrue up to twelve contact hours 
each biennium. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES AND ENGINEERING 


AIR POLLUTION 


The Air Pollution Section is responsible for monitoring all priority air pollutants using a county wide sampling network, the 
inspection of permitted stationary sources of air pollution, the investigation of complaints concerning air quality degradation, and the 
. inspection of open burning and asbestos removal projects to determine compliance with state and federal rules. 


The revenues generated by the Tag Fee (50 cents on every Florida Vehicle License sold) represented a significant increase in funding 
for the air pollution control activities in 1985. The section was able to modernize and expand many of the programs. Some of the 
improvements that were accomplished are: 


the replacement of aging air monitoring equipment and facilities, strip chart recorders and continuous monitors for the 
detection of ozone, carbon monoxide and nitrogen oxides, 


the installation of an automated air monitoring data acquisition system which collects and stores the data generated by 
the continuous monitors for retrieval by telephone lines, 


addition of personnel in the areas of air monitoring, quality assurance and air pollution from mobile sources. 


The groundwork was laid for several projects to be completed in 1986. Among these is the creation of an air monitoring 
instrumentation laboratory and the relocation of air pollution monitoring sites to increase the ability to monitor and evaluate sources 
of air toxics. 


INSPECTIONS, 1985 


Permitted Stationary SOUNCES: mis wa ea kase sea dows OAK oR CS eode | 109 
РОВНО sd Steed 1 дё оон онаа sê ek Mone Magie pala ee 186 
ASBESLOS REMOVAl ine әш ла ek o dee ben is xit ORNS Pops e оно Ares xd 31 
Та СКО ВА ОЕ о Ан wig а dE cur ийзе Ras ia OQ quede de iva 66 
Cases Resulting in Civil Penalty ...................................... 10 


12 


WATER SUPPLY 


The Water Supply Section conducts inspection and monitoring of all community and non-community water supply systems to 
ensure that the water is safe for human consumption and use. Water supplies are sampled routinely to determine the chemical and 
bacteriological quality and the adequacy of treatment processes. An ongoing enforcement program is conducted to require upgrad- 
ing of water supply systems where standards are not being met. 


In 1985, all community systems serving 1,000 or more persons were required to submit analyses for volatile and synthetic organics; 
the presence of these in water is of concern because some are believed to be carcinogenic. The results indicated chemical contamina- 
tion of two (2) wells which were subsequently taken out of service. 


The Water Section personnel assisted other governmental agencies in conducting studies relative to water supply systems. One 
study, initiated by the Environmental Protection Agency, was to determine the adequacy of non-community systems. Another study, 
directed by the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, was to determine the presence of pesticides in groundwater wells 
and surface water intakes. The study will continue through 1987. ; 


This section was actively involved in the education of water treatment plant operators and the general public in 1985. Presentations 
were also given at organized community meetings, professional societies and associations. 


WATER TREATMENT FACILITIES 


COMMUNI: 2862.2 О whi SS ee. Seve does bo 25h e? 2606 ne ТГ 83 
NOMECOMMUNIUYS 254... эрен a oes cites ТЕ 235 
Pam OSPE ONS а d pe cS обр кз хади жи» hh prO EN eds] 375 
Samta SUINGYSi о SG Sao аа ор EGE SAS 150 
Bacteriological Samples Collected for Analyses ........................ 3,080 
Boll WaterdNOticasilssuledl" «563 5 2t Ras dae dee set but ло pd ned 101 
Noticesiof ViGIatION. 55064. ae es o rts eger teme adici si am d gi 116 
Cases!Resultingin: Репа А о або жел ле. 4 


13 


WASTEWATER CONTROL 


The Wastewater Control Section conducts a surveillance and 
enforcement program to ensure that wastewater collection and 
treatment facilities are properly operated and maintained. The 
objective of this program is to prevent the discharge of un- 
treated or inadequately treated wastewater which would other- 
wise degrade the water quality and create a threat to public 
health. 


Through the enforcement effort of the Wastewater Control 
Section, four sewage treatment plants and two industrial waste- 
water treatment systems that were not operating in compli- 
ance, were abandoned and forced to connect to a regional 
sewerage system. Four other sewage treatment plants were 
similarly phased out as a result of public utilities becoming availa- 
ble, and two were required to be upgraded. 


TREATMENT/DISPOSAL FACILITIES 
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WATER RECREATION 


The Water Recreation Section experienced another year of 
significant growth in the number of public swimming pools. The 
number of facilities to be inspected increased from 1800 to over 
2000. 


Although a majority of the public swimming pools in Palm 
Beach County were operated in a safe and sanitary manner, at 
times enforcement was necessary to get corrective action. In 
1985, about 150 pools were posted and taken out of service for 
creating a public health threat. 
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SOLID AND HAZARDOUS WASTE 


Critical areas of concern in 1985 were the phasing out of 
problem landfills, disposal of sewage sludges and handling of 
hazardous waste. 


The plans for closure of the Lantana Landfill, a source of 
groundwater contamination, were addressed by the Solid 
Waste Authority; plans for recovery and treatment of the pol- 
luted groundwater were also discussed. It is contemplated that 
the landfill will be brought into compliance by March, 1987. The 
City of Boynton Beach was asked to submit a hydrogeological 
study of an old landfill due to monitoring well results that indi- 
cated possible groundwater contamination. The study should 
be completed in 1986 and closure requirements will address any 
contamination found. 


The disposal of sewage sludges on agricultural lands gener- 
ated controversy. Residents in the vicinity of disposal sites com- 
plained of odors and flies. Enforcement was pursued in 
conjunction with the Department of Environmental Regulation, 
and the operator executed a consent agreement to comply with 
stringent operating conditions, alleviating the health threat. 
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Small businesses and homeowners were given an opportu- 
nity to get rid of toxic and hazardous wastes through the "Am- 
nesty Days" program sponsored by the Department of 
Environmental Regulation and promoted by the Solid and Haz- 
ardous Waste Section. The response to this state funded pro- 
gram was tremendous; over ninety tons of hazardous waste, 
such as insecticides, pool chemicals, paint, etc., were collected, 
greater than Broward and Dade counties combined waste col- 
lected under a similar program. 


Inspection of Permitted Sites ............................. 150 
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ENVIRONMENTAL CHEMISTRY LABORATORY 


The Laboratory continued to provide essential support to the 
various programs of the Division by monitoring and sampling 
several water and air pollution sources, as well as potable water 
supplies. 
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WATER POLLUTION CONTROL 


This section, previously known as the Biology Section, is re- 
sponsible for enforcement of regulations pertaining to water 
quality, water pollution and mangrove protection. The objec- 
tives of the program are the protection of surface and ground- 
water quality and preservation of aquatic life. 


In 1985, the Water Pollution Control Section was involved 
with the development of a Wellfield Protection Ordinance and a 
Lake Maintenance Easement Ordinance. This section also pro- 
vided the expertise for the county's new Artificial Reef Program, 
established to promote the construction of environmentally 
sound artificial reefs for the enhancement of fish habitats. 


The enforcement activity increased by 5096 in 1985, and 
future enforcement capabilities were improved by the acquisi- 
tion of a seventeen foot Boston Whaler. Permit activity picked up 
about 2096 for Dredge and Fill projects and mangrove trimming 
applications. pras 
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FIELD SURVEYS 


The Field Surveys Section is responsible for the inspection of 
construction on all projects regulated by the Division prior to 
operation. During 1985 there was an increase in the number of 
inspections, attributed to the increase in construction activity. 


The regulation of septic tank installations continued to be the 
most time consuming activity. Fourteen hundred new systems 
were placed into service in 1985. Since this is a relatively new 
program, there were several policy and procedure changes to 
conduct more efficient inspections. 


Under an operating agreement with South Florida Water 
Management District, proposed locations for water supply wells 
were surveyed to determine if there were sources of contamina- 
tion in the proximity. The surveys revealed the presence of previ- 


ously undisclosed sanitary hazards in 6596 of the sites, and 


recommendations were made for relocation of the proposed 
wells. 


INSPECTIONS 
Бери" Tank SVStEMS 24.5 obe ds vessel ie wes bisce En uud 2,059 
Sewage Treatment Facility . ............................... 14 
Water Supply Systeimsi. «sede eel А Да оао 153 
RUDINE SWIM MINIONS а аа ione o Eon bet sp aa E 48 
Proposed йн Sites: cons о од, ыы ua is е алдо Алада 90 
CormplaintsdVestigated. swieci sitorri na te mo eh 46 
Notices of Violation Isstied: sesed assesses 9 
Gases: Resulting) СМ! Renaty aa deta se ара T Ra 2 


PLAN REVIEW AND PERMITS 


Permitting activity in 1985 continued at a brisk pace, reflecting continued growth in the construction industry and a rapidly growing 
population in Palm Beach County. 


Type of Project Permits/Applications Processed 
Матери ЫШ Ө ЕУ ТӨШ as be ae deed юр роду fac E Sa E dO LOC CUO к OR COE Gp Pica" E EF DD PKS fa: Eo ae dO 504 
Non ВОИ PUBIE Water SUDDBIIeS. ха su зале Cast tika ths Ê аа ара о о Kairo den Ba EN sb вэ фи s a 47 
SemisPublici Water SUDDIIESS. ela ur дш See Seamed SAE ond a PONE дыд d denso ha coto d ettari dit d ey m Es ai Bo e A aa e 13 
Sewage Casco HOSTES] SVENS КЕУЕК КК КЛ ЛГ УОТ Л ГҮ Л ЛЕК Л we EE EM 426 
Sewage Treatment Plants (0:5 MGD and smaller) «auis о ооо REDE д еж» ER CR Red x o Red оо he RE CSS 22 
STATA eder Ls RT T TT E EET TT QU ie ORT oe we eG ооо р Ce sS Saan oe x E AEDS. 1,632 
Septic Tank SUDGIVISIOM? ое еее hind жее. мк ойл dr ane re omis OMS sed М amas 6 
Publice Swimming Pools... soar rr o REN Ale ses eed pe wa kx TRY a RP qu Жаку ED 107 
Construction Plans Reviewed for Water and Sewer Availability ...................................................... 3,975 
Permit applications reviewed in conjunction with D.E.R.: 
Type of Project Applications Reviewed 
Sewage Treatment Plants (over. 0.5 МЕБ): совм. Е. оо МАА) ++ кз те ооо оо вооон сш» 12 
Community: Public Water Treatment Plants... И... ИЕ oe ace oe se ван ао ое гу AER EE RR wae 22 
ПОЧЕТА вея е а еда аа Ава нао ТО АУДА: е А ро е во ае om pate MSA e Pede d е Sa ê 11 
Injection Vallis. cab uis Е ес esos ал» жолы лы шеш АШЫ AMS Др ала КОБА ИТ Уе 8 


An increase in permit fees was approved by the Board of County Commissioners to offset the rising cost of conducting the program. 
The Board also retained a consultant to evaluate the fee schedule and recommend changes to raise the fees to cover the cost of 
providing services. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 


COMMUNITY SANITATION 


Sanitary Nuisances 

The rapid urbanization of the county and over-crowding and deterioration of older developments present many public health 
problems. Failure to secure garbage pickup service by some householders and businesses may result in sanitary nuisances such as 
rodent and fly breeding. Existing septic tanks and private wells may cause serious problems when improper maintenance results in a 
system failure. Potable water samples must be taken to monitor underground water quality. Domestic animals must be controlled and 
vaccinated against rabies in order to protect the public. All animal bites involving humans are investigated and the animal is 
quarantined or tested for the presence of rabies. 

Nuisances injurious to health are investigated on either a complaint basis or as an activity of other Environmental Health Programs. 
Upon investigation, the responsible person is notified to abate the condition. If abatement is not affected within a reasonable time, 
. enforcement action is initiated. 


SANITARY NUISANCES INVESTIGATED 


Food Related • 890 Institution Related e 2,030 Community Related e 305 


St. Louis Encephalitis Surveillance (SLE) 

The SLE Program consists of placing flocks of specially selected chicken at 6 locations and drawing blood from them bi-weekly to 
determine if they have been exposed to SLE virus through mosquito bites. When an elevated blood titer indicates such mosquito 
activity in an area, an alert is issued. Residents are cautioned to reduce their exposure to mosquitoes and aerial and ground adulticiding 


is begun. 
Samples collected e 397 | Consultations/Other e 112 
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Migrant Labor Camps 

Camps are inspected monthly while in operation. The types of camps run the range from small independent leased facilities to the 
large camps owned by the sugar mill industry. Inspection includes an assessment of the field sanitation facilities provided for the 
workers, i.e. toilets, handwashing, drinking water, and food service field operations. 


Inspections e 420 Reinspections e 100 Consultations/Other e 92 Field Inspections e 16 | 


Housing and Public Building Safety Sanitation 

The environment provides conditions capable of causing disease or injury. The community environmental health survey is one 
method that is used to assess environmental health risk factors in the residential environment. The information obtained from these 
surveys is used to establish programs that meet the specific environmental health needs of the community. 


Public Premise, Inspection e 739 Private Premise, Inspection ® 556 Consultations/Other e 439 
Public Premise, Reinspection ® 63 Private Premise, Reinspection ® 49 Community Presentations ® 60 


Mobile Homes and Recreational Parks 
Chapter 10D-26 Florida Administrative Code has been revised to incorporate the following significant changes: 


® the definition of a Mobile Home or Recreational Vehicle Park changed to 6 or more spaces before a license is required 
* mandatory annual licensure of parks 

* create a specific section for Recreational Vehicle Parks 

e specify licensure fees based on number of spaces 

* designate the State Fire Marshall to evaluate life safety factors in parks 

® establish minimum lot size for single, double wide mobile homes and recreational vehicles and camping spaces 


Inspections e 164 Reinspections e 54 Consultations/Other e 43 
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INSTITUTIONAL HEALTH 


Public and Private Schools 

Public schools are regulated by Chapter 6A-2, Florida State Administrative Code for physical requirements and Chapter 10D-13, for 
food service operation. As part of the School Health Program, inspections of the physical plant are conducted twice annually, the food 
service operation three times a year. A direct reporting system has been developed and implemented in order that deficiencies are 
reported expeditiously to the School Board Division of Maintenance and Operations. Professional guidance and assistance is furnished 
to School Board administration and principals upon request, and training provided to food service personnel. Private schools are 
regulated under Chapter 10D-24, Florida State Administrative Code for physical plant requirements, and Chapter 10D-13 for food 
service operations. Compliance is the responsibility of the individual school's headmaster or owner. 


Inspections, Public Schools ® 158 Inspections, Private Schools e 108 


Detention Facilities 


HRS and the Department of Corrections have joint responsibility to ensure that environmental conditions at state, county and 
municipal detention facilities for adults comply with regulations and standards established for the protection of the health and safety 
of inmates. 


Inspections e 30 


Foster Homes 


Prior to HRS certification of foster homes for children and adults, there must be a satisfactory environmental evaluation. This 
procedure is applicable to new applicants and annual renewal of certifications. Requests for evaluation are submitted in writing by the 
requesting placement agency, and an inspection report is sent to the appropriate case worker. 


Inspections e 274 


20 


Child and Family Day Care 
The changes proposed by legislators in 1984 and 1985 have been enacted and are now being implemented. Major changes 
incorporated in the revision of Chapter 402.FS. are: 


* screening measures for child care personnel through criminal records checks, abuse and neglect clearance and fingerprinting 
e 20 hour training course for child care personnel, followed by 8 hours of in-service training annually 

* a 3 hour orientation course for Family Day Care operators 

* the written discipline policy of the facility given to the parent at the time of enrollment 


Inspections e 1,128 Reinspections e 216 Consultations/Other ® 7,273 


Emergency Medical Services 


Vehicle Inspections e 408 Site Inspections ® 42 


Nursing Homes, Adult Congregate Living Facilities, and other Related Health Care Facilities 

Nursing homes, ACLF and related health care facilities are categorized as long-term nursing home facilities, and special service 
facilities such as intermediate care for the mentally retarded, cluster homes and designated homes offering specialized care. The 
Health Department is responsible for day-to-day surveillance, investigation of complaints, conduct of epidemiological incident surveys, 
and coordination of appropriate corrective action as required for these health care facilities. Close coordination with the Florida 
Ombudsman Committee on long term care facilities assures that effective measures are taken to resolve complaints, deficiencies, and 
misunderstanding between patients, relatives and providers. 


FOOD HYGIENE 


Food Facilities 


Regular inspections of food service, outlet, and processing establishments are conducted throughout the year to ensure that food 
products are sound and protected from contamination. Quarterly inspections of all public food establishments emphasize the 
importance of good hygienic practices in reducing food-borne illness risk. A state approved food managers training course is a 
prerequisite for operating an establishment; over 1,500 managers were trained in 1985. The Environmental Health Newsletter, mailed 
to over 3,000 establishments, adds further to the educational approach. Legal action is applied in instances where health standards 
remain in violation despite educational and conciliatory efforts by department staff. 


Service Outlets Processors 
Inspections; pace шке wa e P жасыл шш гъл sacos 10/960 $ еа эж ыж кае E re ok ave Oe wan ps лен ар 112 
REINSPEGUCHS) = feiere unAn 2 SIGs E E E "P NAO —— á— 16 
Consultations/Other Services ................. SOSA aie, а ae e ele. mi аны DOA tie —————— E DSR Bee 32 


Bottled Water Plants 

The Florida Legislature mandated new standards to assure 
that bottled water reaching residents is chemically and bacterio- 
logically safe. The new regulations require routine sampling of 
"imported" bottled drinking water since water from out of the 
state must meet the same standards. The requirement for each 
bottler to obtain an operating permit, suspended in 1978, was 
reinstated. 


|nispections . «cen RE фы eoo mne een 6 
Sample GolEGons: i.i: cxx o ее pO ERR rev rA ox 28 
Corisultations/OtlieF «isses EM eos au ve RE EE ERR EA 6 
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Common Carriers 


This joint FDA/CHU program consists of inspection of all facili- 
ties providing food/potable water to aircraft at PBIA engaged in 
public transportation. Ancillary facilities, such as solid and liquid 
waste disposal and special equipment to provide potable water 
to aircraft, are also evaluated. The Port of Palm Beach has en- 
tered the tourist ship trade, adding vessel watering points and 
passenger facilities. To assure an adequate supply of potable 
water on board ships and protect the municipal water supply 
from backflow contamination from vessels carrying foreign wa- 
ter, monthly inspections are conducted using USPHS/FDA tech- 
niques. 


OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH PROGRAMS 


This program is responsible for the recognition, evaluation 
and control of environmental factors or stresses such as physical, 
chemical, biological, or ergonomic hazards which might cause 
Sickness or impairment. Occupational and non-occupational in- 
cidents related to hazardous or toxic material exposure and 
indoor air pollution are investigated routinely. The addition of 
new, highly sensitive analytical equipment will aid in the identifi- 
cation of said materials. A consumer product safety program is 
carried out to protect consumers from the unreasonable risk of 
injury or death from hazardous products. 


Hazard Materials Investigations sai gi SR... 51 
Indoor Air Pollution Investigations .......................... 41 
Microwave Oven Tests ...... ЕВ. „ее: озеро rs 39 
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LEGAL ACTION SUMMARY 


During 1985, the Environmental Health Division issued 639 
notices of violation to establishments and persons who failed to 
comply with environmental standards. Non-compliance with 
notices of violation results in hearings before the Environmental 
Control Hearing Board or stipulation agreements with the viola- 
tor whereby corrections are made and civil penalities assessed. 
Penalities assessed during 1985 totaled $25,015. 


Food Service Establishments ..... ole 268 
Food Outlet ....... le миз dA hu. T a deme 12 
Food Processors ..... Fh rU uou E. TN LI cesses s жез 3 
Child Care Centers .. ЗА А ТЫ eue RR ee 38 
Family Day Care .... f. Зои Bree ель. 29 
Trailer Park saraan case P и соба обы зады 6 
Labor Camp: ads ede og ji uM RH NUES еее 16 
Sanitary Nuisances .. . . 7. Р а... 232 
Sewer Connections . . . . . .. Ж МЫЕК. OAR. еее. 15 
ЖОЛДЫ о ее 639 


PLAN REVIEW 


Plan review is a preventive program requiring regulated facilities 


to obtain plan approval prior to new construction, extensive 


remodeling, conversion of existing structures or changes in operation to: 


Promote health risk reductions by ensuring adequate design, construction and sanitation standards of places of employ- 


ment and facilities serving the public. 


Assure county and municipal building departments that public health standards have been incorporated into plans prior to 


issuance of building permit. 


Assure owners that the design will result in compliance with CHU standards. 


PLAN APPROVAL SUMMARY 
Food Semice Е ав тей: edese за» e Folgende tss are edes eA роны 507 
БОО ОШ Е Варе woe versioni ae ate Retire bear tine irate d бот 32 
CM Eare ае ех аа 3. ne deside uy а н NE Chee rege кый 48 
Adult- Congregate Living Faellities «cuss xus aie E око Ea nee’ 3 
Residentialllaellitles а а еее Wes Ca edo SCE GR ES 1 
NUBIA ROME Кае utro astute OE SLES аи ACESS dg 6 
ROOMINGHHOUSCS оваа both A S Eb a Ir DIES ru oa rtp ese 6 
Detention Еа Ше ix cs tess aE RE ERA Soh eee stu eis pelas uiui 2 
Private'Sellegls! L5. 4h is datiuo И dS EER 3 
aoc ea rrr 2 
Тае Ра CERTO ео оао ео а озор 2 
TONAL ED EAE ou bo rer LC UE a на busto USD 612 
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PUBLIC HEALTH EDUCATION 


CLIENT AND COMMUNITY EDUCATION 


The major focus of Division activities continued to be clinical 
dient education. Over 17,000 education encounters were 
recorded in maternity, family planning and medical clinics. 
Additional encounters included special workshops on Diabetes, 
Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (with the American 
Lung Association) and Chronic Disease Control. Community 
health education programs reached 5,600 people; topics 
ranged from stress management to safe use of medications, 
and groups ranged from children to senior citizens. 

Special activities for the year included sponsorship of Health 
Education Day, a workshop for 35 health educators from a 
variety of organizations in South Florida, the Living Well Mile, a 
lunch hour walk for 100 HRS employees led by congressman 
Dan Mica, and Blood Drives where close to 400 pints of blood 
were collected. Ап АРНА Occupant Protection Project was 
awarded to develop educational materials in Creole for the 
Haitian population. 


HEALTH PLUS 


The HEALTH PLUS health promotion project was presented in 
June at the Association of Advancement of Health Education 
Annual Conference in Atlanta. 


STAFF EDUCATION 


Staff education activities included six hour workshops on 
Communication Skills for over 450 staff supported by a contract 
with Florida Atlantic University, Institute of Government. Three 
1-day orientation programs were provided for 79 new staff, a 3 
day workshop was done for 14 new supervisors and Division 
staff assisted with training of all supervisors in the new HRS 
performance appraisal system. 


RESIDENCY PROGRAM 


The Public Health Residency program is one of the few public health programs approved by the Council on Graduate Medical 
Education, the only one in a single public health county unit. It started its 1985-1986 year with four residents. Acceptance is limited to 
full-time employees or to National Health Service Corps assignees to the Palm Beach County Health Department. In June, 1985, seven 
residents received certificates of satisfactory completion of the requirements. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 


SUPPORT SERVICES 


1985 was an extremely busy year for the Support Services section which consists of Purchasing, Facilities, Transportation and 
Communications. A new facility, at 3701 Broadway, West Palm Beach, was completely renovated and now houses some 40 staff 
members previously located on Evernia Street. Health Department facilities now number eleven. The Purchasing section processed 
over 4,000 purchase orders, representing over 10,000 stock and non-stock requisitioned items. Transportation played an increasing 
rolein providing support service. The acquisition of several new vehicles brought the motor pool to a total of 49, cars, vans and trucks. 


VITAL STATISTICS 


The Vital Statistics section processes all occurrences of births 
and deaths within the geographic boundaries of Palm Beach 
County. The processed certificates are submitted to the State 
Office of Vital Statistics; copies of the originals are maintained 
for the local registry. The local registry is used to serve the public 
by the issuance of certified certificates and Birth Registration 
Cards. The security of the registry is maintained to protect the 
rights of the registrants and/or families. Total certificates 
processed in 1985 exceeded 19,300. 


26 


TOTAL BIRTHS AND DEATHS 


Year Births Deaths 
ТОЙ" а ао ое SIOR unto d vba ES 5.721 
ДӨ Dk ae a oniani Э P E AE E E 5,664 
ЛОЙ Pt И оне edo aware, Es 5,873 
ARETA И 5.896. aE ает ss 6,322 
TOZI Males шада Pp бз skew. sig 8 ER 6,588 
ТОБ HEROS teer И ЗОБ sax ax oe Ea әй 7,108 
ПО tae cis sad eos УР TOO Din toate etn ieee ME 7,650 
р фе fi GE cu cdi quida SE ын 7,651 
о А ВО eta coe d EE 7,912 
ISAS a E 9 O79 рыба 8,025 
IED азо зи зол 10/535; „орау dr go 8,751 


DATA PROCESSING 


The original Data Processing System, DEC 1170, has been 
enlarged due to the extensive patient data that needs to be 
stored. Future plans are being made for faster response to all 
terminal users. The data on hand is being used for statistical 
reviews and long range planning. The next step will be an 
interface with County Human Services and the County 
Pharmacy. This connection will save employee time and record 
more vital patient data. The dental software module is nearing 
completion, and will be a data system singular in the nation. By 
June 1986, the computerized microfilm processing will be 
operational and be capable of reducing thousands of maps 
from Engineering to microfilm. 


FISCAL OFFICE 


The Fiscal Office consists of Special Accounting, Accounts 
Receivable, and Accounts Payable. The objectives of the Fiscal 
Office are to provide administrative services at each of the seven 
Health Centers through support staff. The major functions and 
responsibilities of the Fiscal Office are to process and record all 
disbursements, account for revenue transactions, and respond 
to financial audits. 


Transactions Documents Processed 
DisbüfSement .......7/2 9x. SAXA VES eI Ere 85,000 
Reven ............ JAG XM. MAL ap iE А AN. 143,000 


GRANTS MANAGEMENT 


The Office of Grants Management is responsible for technical work in the coordination of applications for and maintenance of 
funding sources from grant-in-aid projects. The largest of these projects is the combined Migrant Health and Community Health 
Center Grant funded through the U.S. Public Health Service. This grant provided over $1,000,000 in 1985 toward the department's 
Primary Care Program. Other activities included the analysis and submission of required federal and state project reports, organization 
of our newly-instituted participation in the Federal Migrant Hospitalization Program and coordination of a visit by Dr. Edward Martin, 


Assistant U.S. Surgeon General. 
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PERSONNEL 


The Palm Beach County Health Department now has 538 authorized positions; the Personnel Office processed two hundred 
eighty-two classification actions during the year. In addition to regular established positions, forty-three temporary positions were 
created because of short term needs or emergency situations. Recruitment activities were continuous throughout the year; two 
hundred six appointments were processed. 


Original Appointments e Positions Reclassified ® 
Promotions e 71 Positions Established ® 44 
Reinstatements ® 5 Positions Updated ® 147 
Reassignments ® 5 Positions Deleted e 7 
Demotions e Organizational Changes • 6 


VOLUNTEER PROGRAM 


The popular trend in the United States today is toward a more cooperative relationship between the public and private sectors. 
Volunteer Services, in joining the national direction, has developed two new programs to enhance service to medically indigent clients. 
Created were the "Adopt-A-Family of the Palm Beaches, Inc." and auxiliaries in Jupiter, Belle Glade, West Palm Beach, and Northeast 
Health Centers. Both of these programs, initially created by this agency, are now the responsibility of the private sector and have 
contributed over one-half million dollars worth of food, clothing, and bedding to medically indigent families. The Adopt-A-Family 
program has paid for utility bills, provided jobs, vocational training, housing, and automobiles for these same families. 


The request for both regular and emergency volunteers has expanded greatly this year. The volunteers assisted with the TB research 
project, recorded confidential medical data into the computer for STD, maintained a manual inventory control system in the pharmacy 
warehouse, helped with the immunization process for newborn babies and prepared mass mailings. The volunteer force has grown to 
588 volunteers providing services to every segment of the agency. 
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ORGANIZATIONAL CHART 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF 


HEALTH AND REHABILITATIVE 
SERVICES, DISTRICT IX 


PALM BEACH COUNTY 
BOARD OF COUNTY 
HEALTH DEPARTMENT COMMISSIONERS 
PALM BEACH COUNTY 
COUNTY HEALTH DIRECTOR 
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 
i pur xe 


EPIDEMIOLOGY AND PERSONAL HEALTH PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING NVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES 
DISEASE CONTROL SERVICES AND ALLIED SERVICES AND ENGINEERING 


x ep 
PUBLIC HEALTH ADMINISTRATIVE 


EDUCATION SERVICES 
Communicable Public Health Public Health Commu 
Disease Dental Services Nutrition 
Non-Communicable Medical Care 
Disease Special 
Maternal & Child Proect | : 5e ii 
"таз биш селена 
Planni ater ; S Servi 
= foon ge Staff Orientation те 
Laboratory School Health and Permits Health Transportation 
Services ** 4 Program Communication 


Laboratory Vital Statistics 
- Resource З 
Laboratory 


Volunteer Program 


Grants 
Management 
NORTHEAST DISTRICT CENTRAL DISTRICT SOUTHEAST DISTRICT WESTERN DISTRICT 


Riviera Beach sdi = W. Palm Beach Lake Worth Fad hara 
Health Center end Health Center Health Center Contar erint 


* Jointly Administered with Public Health Nursing 
** Jointly Administered with Environmental Health and Dental Health 


PALM BEACH COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH UNITS 


GLADES HEALTH CENTER 
2990 Main Street 

Belle Glade, FL 33430 
996-1600 


JUPITER HEALTH CENTER 
6405 Indiantown Road 
Jupiter, FL 33458 

746-6751 


LAKE WORTH HEALTH CENTER NORTHEAST HEALTH CENTER 
110 North "F" Street к 1460 West Eighth Street 

Lake Worth, FL 33460 [БУ Riviera Beach, FL 33404 
586-4801 n 844-3561 


SOUTHEAST HEALTH CENTER 
345 South Congress Avenue 
Delray Beach, FL 33444 
272-9700 


WEST PALM BEACH HEALTH CENTER 
826, 901, 909 Evernia Street 

West Palm Beach, FL 33402 

837-3000 


Edited by Public Health Education 


